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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, DR 

SUBJECT: PROMINENT JOURNALIST MURDERED 

1. PROMINENT 29 YEAR OLD JOURNALIST ORLANDO MARTINEZ WAS SHOT AND 
KILLED BY UNKNOWN ASSAILANTS EVENING OF MARCH 17. 

2. ALTHOUGH MARTINEZ WAS KNOWN AS A MARXIST AND WAS IN 
FACT AN UNDERCOVER MEMBER OF PARTIDO COMUNISTA DOMINICANO, 

HE WAS WIDELY RESPECTED IN JOURNALISTIC AND POLITICAL 
CIRCLES FOR INTELLIGENCE, INTEGRITY AND WRITING ABILITY. 

PUBLIC REACTION TO ASSASSINATION HAS BEEN ONE OF SHOCK 

AND HORROR. ALL DAILIES GAVE IT HEADLINE COVERAGE 
TODAY AND EDITORIALLY DEMANDED THAT IT BE THOROUGHLY 
INVESTIGATED AND MURDER BE SOLVED. PAPERS NOTED PARALLEL 
BETWEEN THIS ASSASSINATION AND THAT OF ULTIMA HORA EDITOR 
GREGORIO GARCIA CASTRO IN MARCH 1973 AND SPECULATED THAT 
KILLING COULD REPRESENT THREAT TO FREEDOM OF PRESS. 

3. COMMENT. MARTINEZ' DAILY COLUMN IN EL NACIONAL AND 
LINE AS EDITOR OF WEEKLY AHORA ANGERED MANY INFLUENTIAL 
PEOPLE. AMONG HIS CONSPICUOUS TARGETS WERE LARGE LANDOWNERS, 
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BALAGUER. HE HAD RECENTLY RECEIVED NUMBER OF TELEPHONED 
THREATS FROM UNIDENTIFIED CALLERS. HIS MURDER COULD BECOME 
CAUSE CELEBRE OF LEFTIST OPPOSITION. RUMORS ARE ALREADY 
CIRCULATING THAT GODR. COACHED BY CIA. WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
MARTINEZ' DEATH. 
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